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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED 8TATESD
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20340

u-178876 August 27, 1975

M8, Winnie C, Greene

Authorized Cartifying Officer

Fedaral Mediation and Conciliacvion Service
450 Colden Gace Avenue, Box 36007

San Franelsco, California 94102

Daar Ma, Greanat

Your letter of Hay 23, 1973, rcquesta our cpinion rejarding the
appropriate guount of per dian payable to Hr, Larle D, Schwieger for
April 1, 1973, in connection with temporary duty parforrmed as an en-
plovea ¢f the Federal }Mediation and Conciliation Service,

Mr. Schwieger's travel was authogired by an annual travel order
under which, by regulation of the Scrvice, ne and other nediators are
parnitted to submit one voucher covering ecach conth's travel, You ex-
plain that payment nmade pursuant to Mr, Schwieger's voucher for the
pariod from March 1 through Murch 31 allowed for lodging costs in~
curred during the night of HMarch 31, yleldin; a with-lodging per diewu
rate of $24 par day ior the rounth of #arch, The particular assignuent
involved began in March and was corpleted on April 1, Dby his voucher
for the month of April, Mr, 6chviegser clatmed por diew for April 1 at
the $24 rate which ne recelved for previous days of the assiynnent,

Unly the without-lodging rate cf $10 per day has been allowed

Yy, Sciwviepar for April 1, 1he bascs for disallowance are explained in

tne adninlatrative Susponsion Htateoent as follows!

“sectlon 6.3 of the Standard Covarnoant 7Travael legulations
reads af follows in part —

b, When lodpinge are not required, For traval of les?
then 24 hourc when a nighe's lodping ic not required,

tie por dleu should be adjusted downword to reflect the
fact that the traveler does uot incur costs for lodginy,,

“Tnts situation existed April 1, 1473,

———

e, When lodgings are required, For travel in the
coatinental U,S, vhen lodging away fronm tho official
stution i requlred apgencies shall fix per dier for
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exploywes partly on the basis of the averape amount the
traveler pays for lodgings, 7o such amount, the avarage
of amounts paid for ledging while travaling on official
business during tne period covorcd by the vouchex,t#
8hall bec added a muftable allowance for =eals and
riscellanacus e&xpenses,

"% Por Diem thru Maveh 31, 1973, Las previously heen
paid at the rate of $24,00 per day,"

As a baais for raclaiming the $14 difference, Mr, Schwieger uxplaina:'

"1 feal that since completin; my return travel April 1 froz
a trip which began in Maych, I should be ertitled to the
sane Per Dien rate aljowable during Mareh,

“I beliove that liwiting the Per Diem rate of $10 on April 1
congtitutes a double standard, since had the trip lLeen con-
plated any other day of the wonth the $24,00 rate would have
been recognized,"

In connection with the reclaim vougher, you ask whether Mr, Schivieger
vas correctly linitad to the §10 without-lodging rate for April I, or
vheather, for that day, he 1s entitled to a with~lodyiny rate, If he is
ontitlaed to ths higher rate, you then ask whether he might properly be
linitad to a $23 rate boxzed on thz avarage cost of lodging during April
rather than the $24 rate applicable for Marecn,

Reparding your question as to whothar the with or the without-
lodging vate of per dieun is payable for April 1, we refer you to B-174633,
Javuary 12, 1972, copy -enclosad, wherein we held that averape lodglag cost
and hence the with-lodging por diem rate, 19 to be deteruined on the basis
of the nights that lodpings are requived, Thus, whare travel involves
4~3/4 doys, lodginpgs beinpy required for only 4 of those niphts, we held
that the total lodiing cost, on which basis the applicnble par dien rute
io ¢ntablished, 18 to be divided by 4, We further held that section bH.3c
of the Civcular, referencal above, doos not requine s soucond rate to bLe
obtained for remmining.fractional days of a trip on which fractional day
lodying was not required, As in B-174683, wiere a trip involved onc or
vore days and a fractional day, the pur diewn rata eatablishad as above
mny be usad for the cntire poriod of travel,
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In the above-diacuased situation, ths voucher was submitted on a
trip basis, Your queation arises, in part, because of the Federal
Mediation and Conciliation Service's administrative procedvre parmitting
submission of monthly rather than individual trip vouchers, While, as
a matter of adminiastrative convenlence such a procedure may be desirable,
that convenience neverthelesas should not gserve to defeat sibaetantive
righta, V¥here as in B-174683 and in Hr, Schwieger's cass, the employee
would be entitled to the with-lodging rate for the fractional day on the
basis of a voucher covering the entire trip, he continuen to be entitled
to the with-lodging rate for the fractional day regardless that such
cost may have been claimad on a monthly voucher which segregates that
fractional day from the remshder of tha trip,

diem for April 1, where a monthly voucher is involved, we note that

, either of two situations may pertain, The vouchor which includes tha
fractional day wmay include only that fractional day, cr it may cover

| additional trips, Where it includee only the fractional day, there are,

of course, no amounts paid for lodging during the period covured by the

voucher which may be averaged to obtain an average coast of lodging for

/ Regarding coumputation of the applicable with-lodging rate of per

S/ // the period covered by the voucher as contemplated by paragraph 6,3c,
// / supra., In such case, the rate for the fracrtional day would be the
with-lodging rate for the previous wonth, However, where the voucher

includcs the fractional day along with other trips to follow in the

I sane ponth during which lodgings wvere required, the with-lodging per
dien rate def.ermined on the basis of the nights lodging for that entire

/ month should be applied to that fractional day. Thus, in the instant
case payment of per diem to Mr, Schwieper for April 1 should be made on

the basis of the $23 rate vhich 1s tho wvith-lodging rate for the month
" of April.

The voucher returned hevewith is for handling in accordunce with
the above.

Sincerely yours,

raul G. Ders 'Y

.,
[ 9

" Yiv comptroller General
of the United Statesn
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